Love, Choices and Vocations (Theology IIA) ( Ms. Terri McGrath



Immaculate Heart High School  
Spring 2012
OBJECTIVE  The objective of this course is to explore vocational lifestyle choices.  The critical component of good choices for a lifetime of fulfillment is LOVE.  Healthy love of oneself, love of God and love of others can help us discern what choices we would like to make in our lives.  Through this course each student should come away knowing a little bit more about herself, her beliefs and her future goals.

· Each student should be able to clearly express her perspective on given topics through her journal

· Each student should be able to understand how every choice she makes bears a consequence which will affect her, positively or negatively, and she should be ready to accept each consequence

· Each student should be able to recognize how every person is a gift from God and needs to be treated with dignity and respect

· Each student should realize the many varying lifestyles in our society, and appreciate their diversity

· Each student should be able to value herself as a person of dignity and worth, and know how important it is to begin building good character now for a lifetime of personal growth and in order to gain the respect of others

· Each student should be able to value the importance of love within every relationship, particularly within marriage and family life

REQUIRED READING: Christian Vocations by Michele McCarty
ALSO REQUIRED: Yellow LCV folder of printed materials (purchased through the school Bookroom),


      LCV/Celebrating Sacraments Journal (purchased through class)
COURSE OUTLINE

LOVING ONE ANOTHER








                WEEKS 1 – 3

What is love?  What is a relationship?


Being a CARING young woman


The difference between love and infatuation


Finding the beauty within / The image and likeness of God

Project:  The Meaning of Love


Test #1

FINDING YOUR PATH IN LIFE: CHOICES AND VOCATIONS





            WEEK 3 


Why are you here?


Vocation(our call to love


Ministry(our call to serve


Discerning life’s choices


After School Movie


Test #2

BUILDING CHARACTER









    WEEKS 4 - 6

What we ‘advertise’ to the rest of the world

Respect and honesty in relationships and with oneself


The words we use say who we are


Turning away from gossip and prejudice: our call to justice 


How do you want to be remembered? What do people say about you behind your back?


A Woman of Great Heart and Right Conscience

Test #3
COMPATIBILITY AND COMMUNICATION







  WEEKS 8 - 9

Compatible Values, Interests and Personality Traits


The issues surrounding cohabitation and the Relationship Cycle
Building communication skills


Communication styles


Body language


Communication Do’s and Don’ts


(Scantron Quiz #1)

INTIMACY AND CHERISHING RELATIONSHIPS






          WEEK 10

What is it to be INTIMATE?


Growing in intimacy


Obstacles to intimacy


(Scantron Quiz #2)

ORDAINED AND CONSECRATED VOCATIONS






          WEEK 11

Priesthood, the Deaconate, and Religious Life


Discerning a vocation to religious life


(Work/Study Packet)
THE SINGLE LIFE: THE CHALLENGES OF BEING SINGLE




             WEEKS 12 - 14

A flexible, valuable lifestyle


The challenges of being single


Sex and STDs


Abstinence in the age of sexual bombardment 


Dating and courtship in the new millennium


Living a chaste lifestyle


Project:  Chastity

Test #4
THE MEANING, SACRAMENT AND CHALLENGES OF MARRIAGE



            WEEKS 15 – 16

Covenant vs. Contract


The value of a promise


Two lives with one shared goal: to stay married!


The engagement process:  Preparing for life, not just a day

Marriage as a sacrament / Interreligious Marriage
FAMILY, RESPONSIBLE FAMILY PLANNING, AND CHALLENGES OF FAMILY LIFE

            WEEKS 17 – 18

Why do people have children?


Responsible Family Planning


What does it take to be a good parent?


How the female body works / Fertility Cycle / Natural Family Planning

Parenting, adoption, and abortion

PARTING IN RELATIONSHIPS









          WEEK 18


The ending of relationships / Death to Resurrection process

The Grief Process


Do’s and Don’ts while grieving

REFLECTION PAPER BASED ON JOURNAL ENTRIES

FINAL EXAM (Cumulative)
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GENERAL EXPECTATIONS

It is expected by sophomore year that each student is to come to class prepared with all necessary materials, that is, her LCV packet, LCV/SACRAMENTS journal, paper, something to write with, and any homework or other assignments due for that day.  

Attendance is taken each day promptly at the beginning of the period.  Students are expected to be on time to class with all essential books and materials.  Should a test be missed due to illness or an excused absence, the student ordinarily will be expected to take the test on the day of her return to school during her study hall period.  If the student does not have a study hall, the test will need to be made up during her next LCV class period.  Should a student miss a test due to an unexcused absence will not be allowed to make up the missed test.
Each student is responsible for material covered when absent, including homework, projects and journal topics assigned, and reading material.  Students should check the LCV website to see what has been assigned, when an assignment is due, and what material has been covered.  (Website is normally updated daily.)  Students must turn in missed assignments within two days of their return to school.

It is expected that all students will adhere to the Academic Integrity Policy on Pg. 11 of the Parent / Student Handbook.  Any infringement upon this policy will not be tolerated and will be subject to receiving no credit for the test or assignment.

GRADING

Participation is important in this class.  Each student is encouraged to contribute thoughtful and integrative statements to the discussions and will be expected to listen, without prejudice, to the thoughts of her classmates.

Students are expected to keep up with the assigned reading.  Students are expected to complete, on time, all assignments required.

Tests are indicated on the syllabus.  The dates for tests and projects are posted on the homework board of the classroom as well as on Ms. McGrath’s website.  Quizzes can be and are often unannounced.  
Each student is required to keep a personal journal that will trace her growth over the semester’s time.  She is to include in this journal her responses to questions posed in class as well as any other related materials she finds interesting in relation to the topics of loving, relating, and life decision-making.  At the conclusion of the semester, each student is required to write a reflection paper based on her growth and understanding as documented in her journal.  Papers are to be typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman font (or equivalent), 12 point font size, with standard default margins (1” on all four sides).

GRADING SCALE




Homework





10%




Quizzes and Journal



10%




Tests






30%




Projects 





30%




Final Exam





20%

Students will have the opportunity to hear guest speakers, see videos/DVDs, and listen to audio material that is relevant to the topic under discussion.

Ms. McGrath’s Office Hours:  Most days after school until approx. 3:30 p.m.
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