AP European History
Connections to Today

Optional Research Project

Hopefully this year you have learned that the past influences the present.  We often take modern technology for granted without thinking of the people whose achievements affect our daily lives.  We may also forget that current global issues and conflicts stem from events of the past.  Now that you have developed a clear understanding of historical events in Modern European History, you will be asked to make some Connections to Today.  Consider events that have occurred in your lifetime.  How do you think these events will “go down” in history?  What will students in thirty or sixty years learn about these events and why.  Moreover, what would you say to convince these students of the importance of learning these events?

Your project will allow you to choose a current global issue or conflict to research and report on.  You will share your research with your classmates by presenting it in a creative and interesting manner. In your presentation, you will be responsible for not only discussing the issue/conflict at hand but also discussing the historical roots of this issue or conflict.  You should not just tell your classmates about the topic, rather you should inform them of the topic’s importance and relevance to their lives. Your presentation should last 5-7 minutes. Presentations may not be longer then 10 minutes. 
Rather then boring your classmates with a typical oral presentation, you will be asked to turn your presentation into a potential pop culture piece. You may consider creating a video, putting pictures to music, writing a song, a short story, or a poem to present to your class. Thus your presentation will not simply summarize your research but will show that you are able to creatively communicate the information you have learned to your classmates. You may work in groups or individually. If you chose to work in groups all members will receive the same grade and groups may not be larger then 5.

You will submit a 3-5 page written report by Friday May 21st.  Your written report should include the following:
1) An overview or timeline

2) An examination of the issue or conflict

3) A discussion of the peoples, groups, and or countries involved

4) A discussion of the significance of the topic

5) An analysis of the topic’s historic roots 

6) Your opinion of the issue or possible resolution of the conflict.

7) A properly formatted works-cited page (See Student Writing Handbook for instructions)

In addition to a paper you will create an original piece of popular culture- a short story, song, video, children’s story etc. 
In order to submit your topic, you must complete a topic proposal by May 14th.  Your topic proposal should be 1 page typed and double-spaced.  It should include:

1) A description of your topic.

2) An explanation of why you have chosen this topic.

3) A list of at least three possible sources to explore for information. 

4)  A research plan.  For example, do you plan on using books, the Internet, interviews, newspapers, magazines etc? What kind of access do you have to these resources?  Is there a library near your home?  Will you be using the school library?  What deadlines have you set for yourself? How will you meet with your group members? Who will be in charge of what?
5) In determining your deadlines keep in mind that presentations will begin May 21st .   You will have time to work in class and I can arrange to reserve space in the library as well. 
Topic’s that are unclear as well as topic proposals that are vague will be rejected. The sooner your topic is approved the sooner you may begin your research. Each group is expected to work on a different topic. You do not need to focus on Europe, but you should not focus only on the US.

